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INTRODUCTION

The Jefferson County Board of Education believes in the ability of all students to learn and grow. The Board hopes to
nurture a friendly, inclusive atmosphere in which students and school personnel work cooperatively toward mutually
recognized and accepted goals. Ultimately, the goal of the Board of Education in outlining our expectations is to
provide clear, consistent guidelines and procedures to maximize student learning. We implement a three-tiered
framework of support both academically and behaviorally. In the event that students require additional support in one
or both areas, we provide high quality instructional strategies and interventions in order to maximize learning
opportunities for all students.

As students progress in our public schools, it is reasonable to assume that an increase in age and maturity will result
in the students assuming greater responsibility for their own actions; however, the procedures identi





should forward a copy of the Due Process Referral Form for Class III Infractions and other pertinent information to
the office of the Director of Student Services.

TAYLOR’S LAW
The Jefferson County Board of Education complies with Taylor’s Law by reporting disciplinary points on the
enrollment form required to obtain a driver’s permit or license. Points are calculated in PowerSchool based on a
student’s infractions beginning during the school year when a student turns thirteen (13) years old. The board and
school does not determine the date a student is
c



(4) Accumulated points shall be reduced by one-half if the student has not received additional accumulated points
for one school year. If no additional points are received for two years, all records of the accumulated points shall be
removed from the student's records at the school.

APPEALS

Students charged and disciplined under Class I or Class II procedures will not have the right to appeal any decision
beyond the local school level. However, students charged under the Class III schedule may request an appeal of the
decision of the Student Services Hearing Officer by contacting the office of the Director of Student Services or the
Director of Exceptional Education or 504 Supervisor, if applicable, within five days of the hearing. While awaiting
an appeal, the student is expected to begin his or her assignment at the Jefferson County Counseling and Learning
Center as days missed from school after the original hearing date are unexcused.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION DEFINITIONS
This Student and Parent Handbook prescribes that certain disciplinary action may be taken in response to student
problem behavior. The following descriptions should provide explicit explanations of ways discipline may be
applied.

● Required In-School Parental Conference: A required in-school parental conference is a meeting at the
school with the principal or his or her designee, parent(s), or custodian and student to resolve the
disciplinary problem. After notification of the problem, it is the parent(s)’ or custodian(s)’ responsibility to
make arrangements for the conference within forty-eight (48) hours.

● Detention: Assignment
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whether on or off school or Board grounds. Any assignment to an off-campus educational program must be
served at the assigned campus and may not be served remotely in lieu of reporting to the assigned campus.

Consequences for Class III infractions are carried over from year to year and school to school within
Jefferson County Schools. A student who seeks to enroll with pending disciplinary consequences from
another school or system is subject to the consequences assigned by the school or board and will be required
to satisfy those consequences prior to attending a Jefferson County School .

● Expulsion: Expulsion is the removal of a student from the Jefferson County school system. An expelled
student shall not attend Jefferson County schools, enter onto any Board property, or attend or participate in
any school or Board-related activities, regardless of the nature or location of the activity. Any student
removed from the school system who is found in violation of the above will be considered trespassing.
Any student who has been expelled from a Jefferson County School may apply for the Independent Study
Program at the Jefferson County Counseling and Learning Center after one (1) year from the date of the
expulsion. If accepted the student will be required to complete a successful semester in the program before
returning to his or her zoned school.

● Discipline - Exceptional Education: For students with disabilities as defined by law, the procedures and
consequences specified in this Student and Parent Handbook may be modified on a case-by-case basis
based upon the unique circumstances, the student’s disability, the student’s IEP, or the requirements of
federal or state law. In all cases, this Student and Parent Handbook will be construed and applied so as to
comport with applicable laws and regulations governing the discipline of students with disabilities.
Suspensions of students with disabilities shall conform to generally applicable substantive and procedural
criteria. However, suspensions that exceed ten (10) consecutive school days or otherwise constitute a
change of placement shall not be implemented without prior consultation with the Exceptional Education
Department. Disciplinary action resulting in permanent or indefinite cessation of educational services for a
student with disabilities should not be approved without prior consultation with the Exceptional Education
Department. Refer to “Discipline of the Exceptional Education Student” compiled by the Exceptional
Education Department.

CLASS I MINOR OFFENSES
CLASSROOM-MANAGED BEHAVIORS

1.01 ELECTRONICS POSSESSION OR MINOR UNAUTHORIZED USAGE
Unauthorized possession of audio and/or video devices or other similar devices/materials, minor
unauthorized use of Jefferson County electronic device such
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1.08 NONCONFORMITY TO DRESS CODE
Any student who fails to dress appropriately will not be allowed to attend class until proper clothing can be
secured. If necessary, parents will be called to bring proper clothes to school. Until proper clothing can be
secured, the student will be isolated and will be responsible for all class work missed. Nonconformity to the
dress code is a Class I infraction.

1.09 UNEXCUSED TARDIES
● Elementary: Reporting late to or departing early from school a total of three (3) times.
● Secondary: Reporting late to or departing early from class a total of
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2.08 INTERMEDIATE BUS INFRACTIONS: See bus Code.
The violation of any school bus rule may result in a disciplinary action under the School Bus Code
concurrently with and in addition to any other disciplinary action prescribed for a Class II behavior.

2.09 PARTICIPATION IN ILLEGAL ORGANIZATIONS
Participation in any illegal organization, secret societies, or any group characterized by territorial concerns,
symbols, special dress and/or colors, or where group members and others recognize or perceive themselves
as a gang.

2.10 PROHIBITED OBJECTS
Possession, sale, or use of any object that can be used in an intimidating or threatening fashion that has the
potenti



CLASS II - INTERMEDIATE OFFENSES
OFFICE-MANAGED INCIDENTS

First
Infraction:

Elementary Required in-school parental conference
Up to four hours of out of school detention (outside the regular school
day-i.e.- before school or after school), up to two days of in-school
detention depending upon availability at the local school. (Exception -
Infraction 2.00 which may result in up to 3 days suspension).

Secondary An in-school parental conference may be
required.
Up to six hours of out of school detention or one-day
suspension, or three days of in-school detention
depending upon availability at the local school.
(Exception - Infraction 2.00 which may result in up to 3 days
suspension).

Second
Infraction:

Elementary Up to six hours of out of school detention; three days of in-school
detention depending upon availability at the local. (Exception -
Infraction 2.00 which may result in up to 3 days suspension).

Secondary Up to eight hours of out of school detention or two-day suspension, or
four days of in-school detention. (Exception- Infraction 2.00 which
may result in up to 3 days suspension).

Third
Infraction:

Elementary Required in-school parental conference.
One day suspension. (Exception- Infraction 2.00 which may result in
up to 3 days suspension).
REFERRAL TO TIER 2 BEHAVIORAL
SUPPORT

Secondary Required in-school parental conference.
Three days suspension.
REFERRAL TO TIER 2 BEHAVIORAL
SUPPORT

Fourth
Infraction:

Elementary Required in-school parental conference.
Two days suspension. (Exception- Infraction 2.00 which may result in
up to 3 days suspension).

Secondary Required in-school parental conference.
Five days suspension.

Fifth
Infraction:

Elementary Required in-school parental conference.
Three days suspension.

Secondary Same as Class III infraction.

Sixth or more
Infraction:

Elementary Same as Class III infraction.

CLASS II INFRACTIONS MAY NOT BE APPEALED BEYOND THE LOCAL SCHOOL LEVEL.
Intervention and/or prosecution by law enforcement authorities will be sought where necessary or appropriate.
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or the public are subjected to potential harm as a result of the fight;
4. which occurs in a classroom or during instructional time;
5. which continues despite specific contemporaneous instructions to cease by a teacher or other lက





Students transferring into a Jefferson County School with pending discipline may not attend class until discipline
status is cleared. A meeting with a representative from Student Services may be necessary. This also applies to
students who withdraw from a Jefferson County School with a pending Class III hearing or discipline consequence.

Felony charges or charges involving a firearm – If a student is charged with a felony or a delinquent
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DISCIPLINARY INCIDENT DEFINITIONS
FOR TRANSPORTED STUDENTS

Every student who utilizes transportation services is subject to the Jefferson County Student and Parent Handbook.
Failure to comply with the following rules may result in an office referral and may result in permanent
removal from the bus.
a



CLASS II - INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL BUS INFRACTIONS

2.00 Intentionally hitting, pushing, kicking, or otherwise being physically aggressive with another student.

2.03 Cutting, scratching, writing on, or otherwise defacing any part of the bus. Restitution will be required before
the student rides the bus again.

2.04 Defiance of Authority - Refusing



CLASS III DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS FOR
MAJOR SCHOOL BUS INFRACTIONS

3.00-3.25- Any Class III offense occurring on a bus or at a bus stop will be considered a major bus infraction.
Students referred to the school administrator for offenses listed under Class III Major Infractions will be disciplined
according to the







school’s office by the parent. A checkout may only be authorized by a student’s parent or legal custodian. The
Board encourages that appointments not of a critical nature be scheduled for times and days when school is not in
session. Checkouts are considered excused for the same reasons as excused absences. An unexcused checkout will
be treated as tardy. A student may not make up work that is missed due to an unexcused tardy, check-in or
check-out.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTS OF STUDENTS
IN JEFFERSON COUNTY SCHOOLS

● To enroll children between the ages of six (6) and seventeen (17) in either a public, private, or church school or
to have the child instructed by a private tutor;

● To require any child enrolled to regularly attend school or to be regularly instructed by a tutor;

● To compel the child to properly conduct himself or herself as a pupil and;

● To be responsible for giving accurate and up-to-date information regarding legal addresses and contact
information to school officials. Giving false information to Public Officials in the performance of their duty is
a violation of the Criminal Code of Alabama §13A-10-109(a).

CHANGE OF RESIDENCE

Parents are required to provide to the school board accurate residency information so that the Board may meet its
obligations under state and federal law. Accordingly, when a student’s address changes during the school year,
parents should notify the local school immediately and must complete the Board’s change of address form if moving
out of the school zone. A student whose family moves during the school year may be provided the opportunity to
stay in his/her current school for the remainder of the school year if the student and his/her family meet the required
guidelines and timely submit a completed Change of Address form. The guidelines can be found in the Attendance
Zone and Transfer Information section. A Change of Address form is required and may be obtained at
www.jefcoed.com. Tuition will be required for students moving out of the Jefferson County School District who
wish to finish the school year at their current school.

DRESS AND GROOMING GUIDELINES

The Board’s dress and
ct
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6. Back, chest, and midriff must be covered.

7. Bracelets, belts, and other clothing and accessories with spikes, studs, or chains are not allowed.

8. Insignias, buttons, clothing, backpacks, or other articles of personal property, which are suggestive of alcohol,
tobacco, vulgarities and violence, are drug-related, or are demeaning to other persons are not allowed at school
or during school-sponsored events..

9. No open holes or shreds in pants above the knee.

10. Clothing must be worn over leggings/jeggings or tights and must be of appropriate length (no shorter than four
inches above the knee).

11. Articles of clothing must be appropriate for school wear. Skirts, dresses, and shorts may be no shorter than four
inches above the top of the knee, except that students in Grades K-3 may wear shorts appropriate for school.
Slits in skirts must meet the four inches above the knee regulation.

12. No pajamas may be worn.

13. Shoes appropriate to the school setting, with student safety the primary concern, must be worn at all times.

14. Book bags/backpacks and athletic bags must be placed in the locker or designated area and remain there during
the school day unless approved otherwise by an administrator. Backpacks/book bags may not have wheels
unless written approval is given by a physician due to medical reasons or by permission of the school
administrator as deemed �uu f䁢倀
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STUDENT EXCLUSION DUE TO ILLNESS
Jefferson County Schools follows the Exclusion and Readmission Criteria for Communicable Diseases in Schools
and Childcare Centers set forth by the Alabama Department of Public Health which can be found at the following
website: https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/infectiousdiseases/assets/CountySchoolsInfection2pg.11.1

https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/infectiousdiseases/assets/countyschoolsinfection2pg.11.17.15.pdf
https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/infectiousdiseases/assets/countyschoolsinfection2pg.11.17.15.pdf
https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/infectiousdiseases/assets/CountySchoolsInfection2pg.11.17.15.pdf
https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/covid19/schools.html
https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/immunization/schedules.html
http://www.adph.org/immunization


IMPACT OF HEAVY BACKPACKS
Carrying too heavy a backpack may affect children’s health and have long term effects. Research shows that
children carrying more than 10% of their body weight is damaging to their spinal and postural health. For more
information visit the website at:
http://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/um

pral

http://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/BackPack-2017RS-SJR008-ENACTED.pdf
http://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/BackPack-2017RS-SJR008-ENACTED.pdf


NON-SUFFICIENTLY FUNDED CHECKS

Jefferson County Board of Education will gladly accept checks.  The following checks will not be accepted: 
post-dated checks, two-party checks, or hold checks.  If a check is returned to Jefferson County Board of Education
due to non-sufficient funds, a collection letter will be sent to the name and
ds

https://family.titank12.com/
https://family.titank12.com/
https://family.titank12.com/


/


● Grades 9-12: Gifted students are served through advanced courses (including Advanced Placemented

http://www.alsde.edu
mailto:titleixcoordinator@jefcoed.com




For more information, please see the District’s Title IX Policy, which is available online at www.jefcoed.com. The
Title IX Coordinator may be reached at TitleIXCoordinator@jefcoed.com, or 205-379-2099.

*The U.S. Department of Education is preparing revised Title IX regulations which are scheduled to be released
in the summer of 2023. Once released, our district will update the Jefferson County Sexual Harassment Policy to
comply with the revisions as applicable. Any policy changes will be communicated to all stakeholders.

ANTI-HARASSMENT POLICY JCBE Policy File: 6.24

Section 1. Bullying, Intimidation, Violence, and Threats of Violence Prohibited - No student shall engage in
nor should any be subjected to bullying, violence, threats of violence or intimidation by any other student that is
based on any of the specific characteristics set forth in this policy. Students who violate this policy will be subject to
appropriate disciplinary sanctions as

http://www.jefcoed.com
mailto:TitleIXCoordinator@jefcoed.com


f. “Intimidation” means an unjustified threat or other action that is intended to cause fear or apprehension in a
student.

g. “Student” as used in this policy means a person who is enrolled in the Jefferson County public school
system.

Section 3. Description of Behavior Expected of Students

a. Students are expected to treat other students with courtesy, respect, and dignity and to comply with the
Student and Parent Handbook. Students are
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deliberately, recklessly, and falsely accuses another student of a violation of this policy may be subject to
disciplinary sanctions as outlined in the Student and Parent Handbook.

Section 6. Promulgation of Policy and Related Procedures, Rules and Forms

This policy and any procedures, rules, and forms developed and approved to implement the policy will be published
on the website of each local board of education and school, shall be available at each school office, and shall be
included in the student handbook that is distributed to each student at the beginning of each school year.

Section 7. Construction of Policy

This policy is supplemental to other Board policies and procedures and does not repeal, replace, or supersede any
other prohibition on bullying, violence, threats of violence, or intimidation found elsewhere in Board policy or
procedure, including the Student and Parent Handbook. This policy shall not be consha s
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B. Individuals may only use accounts, files, software, and technology resources that are assigned to,
provided, or approved for him/h_耀ar



B. The Board cannot guarantee the privacy, security, or confidentiality of any information sent or received
via the Internet.

C. Student data will only be collected with district approved data collection resources to protect minors
from unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissemination of personal data in compliance with FERPA
(Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act).

D. Students shall not reveal or post any personal or contact information about themselves or other people
on websites and/or social media sites while utilizing the Board’s technology resources. Personal
information includes, but is not limited to, names, addresses, telephone numbers, photos or likenesses,
video, ages, dates of birth, grade levels, social security numbers, or any other information by which a
person might be identified.

E. Any online message, comment, image, or anything else that causes a student to be concerned for his/her
personal safety, should be brought to the attention of an adult. Students should immediately bring any
threatening or unwelcome communications to the attention of school personnel.

G. All passwords are required to be kept private.

Care of Devices
A. The device is the property of Jefferson County Schools and all users should follow the procedures

outlined in the JEFCOED Acceptable Use Agreement.
B. Students are responsible for the care of the device(s) assigned to them.
C. Adding stickers, markings, or other cosmetic alterations is prohibited.
D. Identifying information on the device added by the school or manufacturer may not be removed.
E. Students should only use the device(s) assigned to them.
F. Damaged or malfunctioning devices must be turned in to the school for evaluation and/or repair as soon

as the damage or malfunction is discovered.
G. Cords and cables should be inserted carefully into the device to prevent damage.
H. Devices should not be left unattended, in an unlocked locker, or in a vehicle.
I. Students should protect the device from extreme heat or cold, food or liquids, small children, and pets.
J. In case of theft, the school must be notified immediately so a police report can be filed.
K. Deliberate damage to a device and/or device accessories, including but not limited to, cases, cords, and

headphones, as determined by the school administrator or Director of Technology may result in
disciplinary action in accordance with the Student & Parent Handbook and restitution may be required.

Copyright and Plagiarism
A. All users are expected to abide by copyright laws and to follow the Fair Use Guidelines for Educational

Multimedia. If students do not know if use of online material is legal or ethical, ask teachers or
administrators for guidance.

B. Users should not plagiarize (or use as their own, without citing the original creator) content, including
words or images, from the Internet. Research conducted
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3. The right to provide written consent before the school discloses personally identifiable information
(PII) from the student's education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure
without consent.

One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure to school officials with
legitimate educational interests. The criteria for determining who constitutes a school official and
what constitutes a legitimate educational interest must be set forth in the school’s or school district’s
annual notification for FERPA rights. A school official typically includes a person employed by the
school or school district as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member
(including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel) or a person serving on the
school board. A school official also may include a volunteer, contractor, or consultant who, while
not employed by the school, performs an institutional service or function for which the school would
otherwise use its own employees and who is under the direct control of the school with respect to the
use and maintenance of PII from education records, such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant,
or therapist; a parent or student volunteering to serve on an official committee, such as a disciplinary
or grievance committee; or a parent, student, or other volunteer assisting another school official in
performing his or her tasks. A school official typically has a legitimate educational interest if the
official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility.

Upon request, the school discloses education records without consent to officials of another school
or school district in which a student seeks or intends to enroll, or is already enrolled if the disclosure
is for purposes of the student’s enrollment or transfer.

4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by
the Jefferson County Board of Education to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name and
address of the Office that administers FERPA are:

Student Privacy Policy Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202
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2. Any non-emergency, invasive physical exam or screening required as a condition of attendance,
administered by the school or its agent, and not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety
of a student, except for hearing, vision, or





Firearms (16-1-24.3, Ala. Code, 1975) Local school boards are required to implement policies providing for the
expulsion of students who possess firearms at school. (Note: “Firearm” has the same definition as in Section 921
of Title 18 of the United States Code and includes, but is not limited to, any weapon which will or is designed to
or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive; the frame or receiver of such
weapon; a firearm muffler or silencer; other destructive device, including an explosive, bomb, grenade, missile,
mine or similar device; or any combination of parts designed or intended for use in converting any device into a
destructive device and from which such a destructive device may be readily assembled.) See 18 U.S.C. §921.
Vandalism (Act 94-819)
The parents, guardian, or other per r

mailto:titleixcoordinator@jefcoed.com
mailto:cfluker@jefcoed.com


TEXTBOOK RULES

Textbooks are issued to students of Jefferson County Schools under the following rules.

I. All textbooks are the property of the State of Alabama.

II. Textbooks must not be damaged.
Some of the damages to textbooks are as follows:

A. One or more pages missing
B. Water-soaked, causing backs and pages to be swollen or molded.
C. Physically marked with any kind of pencil, pen, crayon, etc., on the outside

of backs, on ends, or on any pages.
D. Defaced or marred, crushed or broken, cut, or smeared backs or pages, etc.

III. Penalty for lost or damaged textbooks:
A. The student will pay full price to replace the damaged book.
B. No textbook will be issued to any student while the payment for lost or

damaged textbooks is outstanding.

IV. All textbooks must be returned to the teacher by the student when promoted or
transferred.
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NOTICE OF RECEIPT

Please Print

___________________________________ enrolled in _____________________________
Name of Student

School

and parent/custodian(s), _______________________________________
Name of Parent/Custodian(s)

hereby acknowledge by our signatures that we have


